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Technical Bulletin 09-002 
Determining a site’s exposure using the 2007 FBC with 2009 revisions 
 

Exposure Determination 
1609.4 Exposure category.  For each wind direction considered, an exposure category that adequately reflects the characteristics of 
ground surface irregularities shall be determined for the site at which the building or structure is to be constructed.  Account shall be 
taken of variations in ground surface roughness that arise from natural topography and vegetation as well as from constructed 
features. 

 

 
The information in this bulletin is preliminary and is for informational purposes only.  Requirements and interpretations  

may vary by jurisdiction.  Refer to local codes, 2007 Florida Building Code with 2009 Revisions Chapter 16 and ASCE7-05 for additional information. 
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1 • Get satellite view with terrain of site & area 1500 ft to each side. 
• Locate site on satellite view 

2 • Determine surface roughness. 
o Use ASCE 7 pictorial descriptions (see attached) 
o Surface Roughness B: Urban and suburban areas, wooded areas or other terrain with numerous closely 

spaced obstructions having the size of single-family dwellings or larger. 
o Surface Roughness C: Open terrain with scattered obstructions having heights generally less than 30 feet. 

This category includes flat open country, grasslands, and all water surfaces in hurricane-prone regions 
o Surface roughness C applies for sites within 1500 ft of exposure C type terrain. 

B C 

3 Is there an area within 100 ft of permanent 
exposure C type terrain in any direction that 
extends more than 600 ft and is a with of 150 ft.  

4 Will development build-out occur within two 
years and the resultant conditions meet the 
definition of exposure b type terrain.  

No No 

Exposure B 

Yes 

5 Is the building located with a distance of 600 
feet of inland bodies of water that present a 
fetch of 1 mile or more or inland water ways 
or rivers with a width of 1 mile or more 

No 

Exposure C 

Yes Exposure C Plus 
Roof sheathing uplift and roof to 

wall uplift loads shall be increased 
by 20 percent 

Yes 


